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	New Bulletin
SCIL would like to use this bulletin to inform our members and the wider community about current campaigns, Government consultations and updates about the work of SCIL.

Disabled People, nationally, are facing a barrage of cuts which will have major impact on our ability to live Independently; including the closure of Independent Living Fund by 2015, the reform of Disability Living Allowance, benefits cuts and changes to Local Authority charging. 


	
Disability Living Allowance Consultation

The Government have carried out a consultation on the future of Disability Living Allowance (DLA).  They believe that DLA needs to be simplified and replaced with a Personal Independence Payment (PIP). SCIL’s consultation response has reinforced the importance of any future changes to DLA meeting the additional costs of living with an impairment. 
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SCIL is a campaigning organisation, run and controlled by Disabled People. We have a number of services that enable Disabled People to have more ‘Choice and Control’. These include: Advice and Information on Self Directed Support, Advocacy and Peer Mentoring programmes, Personal Development and Participation programmes.





Our Equality Programmes include Training and Consultancy, Consumer and Access Audits and Practice Learning Opportunities.








Disabled People Against the Cuts (DPAC)  � HYPERLINK "http://disabledpeopleprotest.wordpress.com/" �http://disabledpeopleprotest.wordpress.com/� 


DPAC was formed in 2010 and exists for all who believe 


that Disabled People should have full Human and Civil Rights.





Disabled Comedian Liz Carr spoke at the ‘People’s Convention’, in London in February followed by a workshop to hear Disabled Peoples views about the cuts. This event also looked at alternative ways of meeting the cuts - such as raising taxes.





DPAC are also involved in a Trade Union Congress (TUC) march and rally in Victoria, London on the 26th March 2011 to protest against the cuts.











Baroness holds


Government to account!





Baroness Jane Campbell, adviser and campaigner of Disability reforms recognises the hardship Disabled People are experiencing as a result of the cuts. Responding to DPAC’s enquiry asking for support against the cuts she suggests the following:





‘Write to Minister for Disabled People, Maria Miller and send copies to me. I can then use the letters to hold the Government to account’. The Minster cannot then deny receiving letters and has to respond.  





Write to Baroness Jane Campbell at:


Westminster�House of Lords, London, 


SW1A 0PW�Tel: 020 7219 5124�Email: campbelljs@parliament.uk














Keeping in touch...





Further information about SCIL is available on our website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.southamptoncil.co.uk" �www.southamptoncil.co.uk�, you can read articles and comment on our blog: � HYPERLINK "http://southamptoncil.wordpress.com/" �http://southamptoncil.wordpress.com/� 


or even follow us on Twitter: @southamptoncil 





If you are unable to access the internet and would like more information about 


anything in the bulletin please contact Berni Vincent on 02380202630 or berni@southamptoncil.co.uk.
































Independent Living Fund Consultation





The Independent Living Fund has announced closure by 2015. The fund has assured existing users that their funding will be protected until 2015. 


  


Reform may be necessary, nevertheless it is important to remember that without funding of this kind many Disabled People will not receive the support to participate and maintain Choice and Control over their lifestyle. Many of the proposed cuts fly in the face of Disabled People’s involvement over the last 30-35 years! 





Maria Miller (Minister for Disabled People) has announced that a consultation process with Disabled People, ILF recipients, their families and Local Authorities, will commence in the next few months. A Government report will follow outlining how future funding will be met for Disabled People needing support. 
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